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MY WEEK IN REVIEW: 

 

My week began with an emotional 

ceremony to honor this year’s 

Independence High School Class of 2020 

as onlookers which included many 

parents, neighbors and friends watched as 

students paraded in their cars around the 

Independence school campus.   

The night began with our National 

Anthem followed by Press Box 

announcer Jim Riley, who honored each 

student one at a time listing their achievements, both 

academically and athletically, that they earned over the 

course of their four years at IHS.    

It was a bitter sweet moment for the 90 seniors whose 

senior year has been drastically impacted by the school 

closures and stay at home orders that have made it 

impossible to go through a traditional senior year.  

Though this sadness is present, I could not be more 

proud of this amazing class of students and their 

fortitude to push through this difficult time.  
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My thoughts are with our graduates and their 

parents as they make the best of a very difficult 

situation.  However, I am confident that these 

graduates having endured so many sacrifices will 

be driven to make a difference in the future of this 

world! 

In between numerous conference calls each week 

to attempt to stay on top of the COVID situation 

and its impact on our City has been constant 

and fluid as the Governor sets plans to phase in 

the opening of the state’s economy.  With that 

in mind, I have begun conducting virtual 

meetings with each department director and 

their management teams to prepare as best we 

can for how we will go to business in our new 

normal.   

I have to commend our Directors for their 

tremendous dedication as they continue to 

incorporate our Emergency Situation Plans that 

identify health and safety as a priority along 

with delivery of critical and essential services.  

We are also planning ahead for uncertain times. 

Our Police, Fire and Service Departments have 

risen to meet current challenges, with minimal disruption. We have taken a variety of actions 

with Recreation, Community Services, Building, Engineering, Tech Services and our 

administrative staff to address both residents’ and business community needs, including 

identifying essential work and projects, enabling some to work from home, accommodating 

several requests for medical leaves of absence, and unfortunately, furloughing some of our staff 

until regular operations are able to resume.  We have had some occasional glitches but 

considering the “unknown” we face on a daily basis, the bottom line remains – We Care! 

After careful consideration, we have made three offers of employment for key positions: 

Firefighter/Paramedic, in order to maintain full staff; Economic Development Director to replace 

the Director who resigned; and a Communications Manager. These applicants are currently 

completing our pre-employment background process, and start dates for each will be determined 

in the weeks ahead. Several other open positions are currently on hold, until we better understand 

our needs in the months ahead.  
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COVID-19 UPDATE: 

A conference call with the Cleveland Clinic this week revealed the disturbing fact that it appears 

people with serious health conditions seem to be avoiding going to the emergency rooms for fear 

of becoming exposed to the Coronavirus.  This is unfortunate as our area hospitals have taken 

extra precautions in separating patients into different rooms depending on their symptoms.  

Anyone having any symptoms related to covid-19 is directed to rooms under negative air 

pressure to further ensure their safety and to eliminate any possible spread of the virus.  

I cannot stress enough that if you or one of your loved ones is experiencing serious issues, please 

do not avoid going to the hospital for fear of being exposed to a virus.  Unfortunately, in some of 

these instances where people wait to go to the hospital…. more permanent damage is done as a 

result of waiting too long.   

I also want to assure you that our Fire Department has gone to extraordinary lengths in regards to 

protecting their patients and our paramedics. So please do not hesitate to call 9-1-1 if you are 

experiencing signs or symptoms of a serious medical emergency. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES: 

• A virtual Utilities and Sewers Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 

28
th

 at 4:30 pm.  Those interested in joining please refer to the City’s website 

www.independenceohio.org to access the link.  

• The May Planning Commission will be held virtually on Tuesday, May 5
th

 at 6:30 pm.  

Look for information on how to join the meeting on the City’s website 

www.independenceohio.org next week. 

• A Finance Committee Meeting is tentatively being planned for Tuesday, May 5
th

 at 

4:30 pm.  More information will be forthcoming. 

• The May Council Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 12
th

 with Council Caucus 

beginning at 5:30 pm and the regular Council Meeting at 7:00 pm will once again be 

held in the virtual format.  Look for information on how to join the meeting on the City’s 

website in the coming week. 

MAY ACTIVITIES: 

Even though the state plans to remove the Stay at Home Order beginning the first of May, it is 

certain that many of the guidelines such as social distancing and the prohibition of gatherings of 

more than 10 people will remain in effect for some time.  However, we will know more about the 

Governor’s re-opening plan come this Monday.  Until that time, we remain in limbo as to what, 

if any activities we will be able to hold traditionally in the upcoming summer months.   
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: 

Our annual National Day of Prayer 

luncheon to be held at the Civic 

Center on Thursday, May 7
th

 will 

not be able to take place this year as 

previously scheduled due to the 

mandates as a result of COVID-19.   

While we can’t gather together 

physically this year and enjoy a 

prayer lunch led by our pastors, we 

can still join in with others across 

the country. 

 

On Thursday, May 7
th

 , please join us! 

• Listen for the Bells of Saint Michael's Church that will ring at noon to remind everyone 

to pray. 

• Take a few minutes to walk outside and pray for our City, our State, and the Nation. 

• From 8:00 pm -10:00 pm go to Facebook Live to join in on the National Day of Prayer 

Service.  Facebook Live at National Day of Prayer Task Force 

 

NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR: 

As the weeks roll on, please continue to check on your family members and neighbors to see if 

they are in need of groceries, or call them on the phone and take a few minutes to chat so they 

know someone cares.  Isolation can bring any of us down but it can be especially difficult for our 

senior population… so please take the time to reach out to others.  

A number of people have reached out to us to extend their services and/or to make a monetary 

donations that can be used to assist some of our residents who may be in need as a result of these 

challenging times. That said, if you know of someone that needs our assistance, please don’t 

hesitate to contact our Community Services Department at 216.524.7373.   If you have the time 

to assist us, whether it be running an errand for medication or groceries for one of our residents, 

please call the Community Services Department to be put on a list.  Thank you! 
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INDEPENDENCE HIGH SCHOOL RANKS AS ONE OF TOP HIGH SCHOOLS IN 

COUNTRY: 

 

Independence High School ranks as one of the top high schools in the country, based on rankings 

from U.S. News & World Report.  The school is ranked #7 in Cleveland, #23 in Ohio and #712 

nationally.  Nearly 18,000 schools were nationally ranked and 691 schools were ranked in Ohio.  

 

“I’m so proud of our students, staff, families and entire 

community.  While testing only provides a snapshot of academic 

success, it is exciting when those snapshots provide evidence to 

what we in the Independence Local Schools’ community know. 

So much of what happens at Independence High School is simply 

outstanding,” said Superintendent Ben Hegedish, Independence 

Local Schools.  “We hope to develop young men and women 

who can make a difference and live healthy and productive 

lives.” 

 

SWIFTREACH MESSAGES: 

Every Friday at 7:00 pm I am sending out a SwiftReach message to our residents to keep you 

informed.  The most recent message can be viewed on the City’s website.  If you or anyone you 

know has not been receiving these messages, please call the Community Services Department at 

216.524.7373 to be registered.  

MAYOR’S COURT: 

 

The Clerk of Court and her team have been diligently working with the Prosecutor to address the 

more than 70 cases that were rescheduled due to the coronavirus.  We are preparing for our first-

ever tele-hearings scheduled to take place on April 29
th

. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS MUNICIPAL COURT: 

 

The Garfield Heights Municipal Court has started the E-Safe Surrender Program during the 

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.  It is effective now thru July 30, 2020. Rather than 

surrendering to the police or court in person, anyone with an outstanding arrest warrant who has 

not complied with probation or a payment plan now has three ways to clear his/her case.  

 

The person may now surrender via email at safe@ghmc.org.  Their case can be taken care of 

over the phone by calling The Garfield Municipal Court at 216-475-1900, Monday through 

Friday between 8:30 am and 3:30 pm.  Or the information can be mailed to the Clerk of Court, 

5555 Turney Road, Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125. The person needs to provide the Court with 
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his/her current mailing address, email address, telephone number, text number, the last four 

digits of his/her social security number, date of birth and all known case numbers.   

 

The Court will recall any 

warrants immediately 

without any appearance 

and without payment of 

any monies. The Court 

will set up a telephone 

conference within 48 hours 

and attempt to resolve the 

matter without an in-

person court 

appearance.  “Many people 

are trying to or should try 

to clear up warrants now 

while they are sheltering in 

place. By the time people 

are called back to work, they can clear up their legal problems,” GHMC Judge Deborah Nicastro 

said.  
 

     E-Safe Surrender Benefits: 

       • Be free of the warrant and possible arrest 

       • Be able to reinstate driver’s licenses with the OBMV 

       • Receive credit for accepting responsibility for his/her actions at the time of  

sentencing. 

       • Ask the Court to re-evaluate unpaid fines and costs based on the impact of the 

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 

       • Ask the Court to complete community control sanctions in lieu of a jail sentence 

       • Be returned to probation to complete rehabilitative programs rather than going  

to jail.  

 


